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Bits & Pieces  
E-Newsletter 

 

Is i t a time for t hanksgiving?  

Are you struggling with thank fulness this year?  Times are tough. The prophet  

Habbakuk complained  to Go d during the worst of his times.  In  the end of his 

prophecy, he sings:  

 

ñThough the  fig tree should not blossom,  nor fruit be on the vines , 

the produ ce of the olive fai l and the fields yield no food , 

the fl ock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls , 

ye t I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation . 

GOD, the Lord,  is my strength; he makes  my feet like the deerôs; 

he makes m e tread on m y high places. ò Hab. 3: 17 -19 ESV  

 

Habbakkuk also records, ò but the righteous shall live by his faith ò as he patiently 

waits for God to act.  (2:4)  

 
Os Hillman writes, ò When we are thrown into suffering for a 

period of time, or our  enemies are prospering while we are 
just barely getting by, we wonder about the equity of God and 
life. Habakkuk affirms that God is God and we are made to scale 
the mountains of adversity. We just need to be still and know He 
is at work. He is who He says He is and does keep His promises. 
God equips His people to scale the heights even in the midst of 
great challenges. é Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you to achieve 
the heights for which He has created you.ò 
 
ñé give thanks in all circumstancesé.ò ! Thess. 5:18 ESV 

  

Churches doing net worké Mk. 1:17 



Donôt Forget the Teen Leadership 

Conference for high school and college 

students  December 29th -31st  
 
OUR SPEAKERΧ Paul Atkinson is simply a life changed by Christ.  God 
has allowed him the opportunity to serve as the Director for 
Student Mobilization at ABWE.  Paul draws upon his experience as 
a leader and coordinator of short-term opportunities to help 
disciple and motivate students around the globe. 
 His greatest connected with opportunities to 
serve both locally and abroad.  He and his wife, 
Whitney, have served in nearly 30 different 
countries through short-term opportunities.  He 
spends the year traveling to different colleges, 
discipling students through various segments of 
their missions journey, networking amongst 
administrative personnel, and speaking at 

various venues. Paul graduated from Liberty University in 2004 with 
ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ 
Theological Seminary in 2009 with a Master of Arts in Intercultural Studies.  He, 
Whitney, and their baby on the way reside in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Contact Retreat Coordinator -- Dave Duron 
 208.863.4920  208.863.4920  
 
web site: www.teenleadershipconference.com 

 

 
 

BNN Pastors 
Prayer Summit  
 
 

January 25 - 27,  
2010  
Camp Gilead -  Carnation, 

WA  

http://www.teenleadershipconference.com/
mailto:pastordave@meridianfirstbaptist.org
mailto:pastordave@meridianfirstbaptist.org
http://www.teenleadershipconference.com/


COST: $60 per person. 

Coordinator: Tim Baker, 503-362-2488 

Register online at www.baptistnetworknw.org. 

If there is any one action we need, it is prayer. To pray together is the greatest bond we 
have. DB. 

 Looking ahead: 

Youth Pastors & Wives Retreat  

February 2 2 - 2 4 , 20 10  
Location ï To Be decided   
Cost -  $40.000 per person  
Retreat Coordinator --  Joe Castañeda  

 503.362.2488   503.362.2488  

 

BNN Annual Meeting 

   

April 19 - 2 1 , 2010  

Bethany Baptist Church, Salem, OR  

Main Speaker --  Jim Amandus  

Conference Coordinators:  

Pete Steele   503 -641 -1862   503 -641 -1862  

Joe Castañeda   503 -362 -2488   503 -362 -2488  

 

Breakout (middle school students)  
 

March 20 - 21, 2009  
Camp Gilead  --  Carnation, WA  
Speaker -  Eric Rasmussen  
Cost -  $45  
Retreat Coordinator --  Kimberly Mallory   
 425.333.4311   425.333.4311  

Registration Form  

 

Pastors  & Wives Retreat  

Sept. 13 - 16, 2010  

Cannon Beach, OR  
Conference Coordinator --  Scott Clements   

206 -242 -1337   206 -242 -1337  

 

http://www.baptistnetworknw.org/
mailto:joeacast@mac.com
mailto:joeacast@mac.com
mailto:pete@baptistnetworknw.org
mailto:joeacast@mac.com
mailto:joeacast@mac.com
http://www.campgilead.org/
mailto:kimberly@campgilead.org
http://baptistnetworknw.org/documents/breakout_09_info_and_church_registration.pdf


Pictures from 2009 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in 2010 

 

TNT-Teen Event December 4
th
, 2009 

TEENS!! Plan now to attend ñTNT-An Explosive Night of Funò to be held in Portland. This is 

an all night event featuring a Portland Winter Hawks hockey game followed by a youth 

rally where prizes will be given away and the good news of Jesus Christ will be presented. 

The rest of the night will feature pizza, soda, board games, bowling an d roller skating.  

The cost is $45 if registered before November 19th and $55 after. Rally and game only: 

$25 before the 19 th and $30 after.  Check Peteôs website for information and registration 

forms.  Google: petesteele.com. 

 



  

A Challenge to BNN from FBC Clarkston, the 
Steelesô sending church. Please read and 
consider. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Northwest, 
 
For the past sixteen years, Pete and Debbie Steele have been faithfully serving the Lord by 
ministering to the young people of the Northwest and their families. Their former organization, 
Word of Life, had handled the financial resources necessary for these ministries and activities to 
take place. Recently, the administrators at Word of Life decided leave the Northwest and 
concentrate on the eastern United States. Pete and Debbie believe that the Lord has called them 
to continue their service here and have been appointed to serve with Baptist Network Northwest.  

As a result of this transfer, Pete and Debbie no longer have the financial resources available to 
restart and continue many of the ministries that had been so effective at bringing people to Christ. 
We, as the sending church, propose that the churches in the region join us in sending 
Baptist Network Northwest a single gift to help the Steeleôs with their start-up costs. The 
Lord has provided us with $1,200 to contribute toward this goal, and we ask that the churches in 
the Northwest prayerfully consider joining us in giving as the Lord enables.  

Yours in Christ, 
The membership of the First Baptist Church of Clarkston. 
  

 

 



Bethany Baptist Salem OR Celebrates 40 
years 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Each decade of the churchôs life was portrayed in music, videos, skits and messages by current 
and former pastors, youth pastors, leaders and laymen in a full Sunday of celebration on October 
4, 2009. Pastor Tim Baker, pictured at top left with his wife Marcy, led the morning service which 
began at 10:00 A.M. and concluded at noon. Also featured was a banquet and program from 5:00 
to 7:00 P.M. Nelson and Ellen Zarfas (top center) gave memories and interviewed their favorite 
puppet, Homer. The choir sang a favorite from the 70ôs. (center) A Bethany History Game Show 
entertained banquet guests. (lower left) and a wall of photos from each era surrounded 
fellowshipping members of all ages. (lower right) Former pastor, Keith Churilla spoke at the 
banquet as did Dr. Reno Hoff, Randy Roedell, Troy Gulstrom and Pastor Kevin Hearne. Those 
speaking in the morning were, first Youth Pastor, Mike Patterson, Dr. William Bellshaw (by video) 
Pastor Tim and BNN Regional Pastor, Darrell Beddoe. Youth Pastor Joe Castaneda also 
presented youth ministry through the decades through a video round table with former youth 
pastors, The greatest impression left upon all through the day was praise to God for His gracious 
blessing on the last 40 years and to launch forward to fulfill ñGodôs Plan for Bethanyò in the future. 

 

 
 
 


