
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 18, 2009 

Bits & Pieces  

E-Newsletter 

Churches doing net work… Mk. 1:17 



O Come, Let Us Adore 
Him... 
Living Nativity at Discovery 
 Christmas came to life again last week during our tenth and largest Living Nativity since 

1998.  We praise the Lord for the good weather and record crowds this year of 3,829.  Months of 

preparation culminated as our cast of over two hundred characters plus many animals came 

together to depict the birth of Christ in Bethlehem .  This was all with a view to Christ's sacrifice 

on the cross, resurrection and second coming.  The Gospel was given out in many ways during 

the event.   

Most guests were "blown away" by what they saw.   Some even came to tears.  Here are some 

observations from Mike Powers who was our Roman Centurion at the exit just after the manger 

scene.  

It has been such a blessing to be a part of this ministry to our community.  I have been the last 

person they see coming through by car.  I am a Roman centurion.  I stopped almost every car.  I 

could see their faces light up as I walked toward their car.  I could tell they were happy that their 

experience wasn't over.  I would slowly scan the back seats and then lean towards the drivers 

window and ask in my best Buzz Light-year voice, "Are their any Hittite hostages in this strange 

mechanized chariot?"  I got all kinds of reactions, but mostly people really laughed.  Some 

husbands told me their wives were Hittite hostages or their kids, but no matter who they told me 

were hostages, I told them to take them with them!...which usually brought on more laughs.  As 

they drove off, everyone said at least, "Thank you"  Other comments were: "This was 

great!";  "This was amazing!"; "Outstanding!"; "This is so special!"; "Praise the Lord!"; "How many 

people are involved in this?"; "How long does it takes to set all of this up?  Amazing!"; "We love 

this.  We come every year!"; "Merry Christmas!"; "Awesome, simply awesome!"  I praise God for 

the opportunity we have all had to minister to our community and I wanted to pass along these 

words of encouragement from the community back to all of you.  One more night to go!!! 

 My favorite comment was from a guest who said "We have been to the real Bethlehem but this is 

way better."   Both modern day Bethlehem and Christmas have become 

commercialized.  However, our goal was to depict the event as it really happened in a small out of 

the way village during the time of Roman census.  It was all free. 

 Thanks again to all our workers and our guest helpers.  All were willing to brave the December 

cold, even our 5 Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus couples, to make Christmas come to life. Thanks 

to all who donated over 150 dozen cookies, dozens of gallons of cider and many other 



refreshments.   Our previous record attendance was 2,536 last year.  But this year 3,829 either 

drove or walked through, or both, making it our largest year ever.   

 You can see photo albums of our Living Nativity this year by clicking here for Friday night or 

here for Saturday night or here for our closing night on Sunday.   

 We could use your help in cleaning up and putting away Nativity props on Monday Dec. 14 from 

noon to dusk as well as Friday and Saturday all day this week.  Dean will be working and 

directing any who come to help.  

 Pastor Mark Suko 

 

Christmas Program at Columbia Heights  

Tim and Donna Wells, working with Sam Farlow planting the Columbia Heights Baptist church 

send this report of their Christmas program. 

Thanks for praying for the Christmas program! Unsaved parents attended! All of the kids with 

parts actually came--ON TIME! Our story was a newscast set in Bethlehem on the day Jesus was 

born. There were news anchors that talked about "local news" stories dealing with all of the 

travelers coming to the city for the census. The weather woman mentioned a weather report and 

the sighting of a strange star. She even interviewed an astronomer to find out what the star might 

be. Sports news was about chariot races. Then there was "breaking news" where a shepherd 

who had seen angels was interviewed by one of the station's reporters. This scene was a hit as 

one of our little girls, who was dressed in a lamb costume, would say "Baa" whenever the word 

"sheep" was mentioned. (This was even funnier on Saturday when the "lamb" asked for a script 

so she could memorize her "lines"!) Another reporter met shepherds near the stable and then she 

even got to interview Joseph and Mary. We praise the LORD that it went well and it was well 

received. Please pray with us for the unsaved parents that were there. One father had not been in 

church in 20 years! 

 

http://picasaweb.google.com/KatherineHallPhoto/2009DBCLivingNativityEveningOne?feat=email
http://picasaweb.google.com/KatherineHallPhoto/DBCLivingNativityEveningTwo?feat=email
http://picasaweb.google.com/KatherineHallPhoto/DBCLivingNativityLastEvening?feat=email


Pastor Rudy Ringhoff with the Lord  

One of our outstanding Western Montana Pastors, Rudy Ringhoff, of First Baptist, Polson died 

suddenly on Monday, December 14, at home. Our prayers and condolences go out to his wife, 

Rita, his family, and the church family. His obituary follows: 

July 10, 1947 - December 14, 2009 

Rudolph Timothy Ringhoff, 62, of Polson, went to be with his Lord and Savior 

on Monday,December 14, 2009. 

Rudy was born on July 10, 1947 in Olympia, WA, the son of Fred H. and Lydia 

Opal Ringhoff. He graduated from Columbia High School in Burbank, WA, 

attended LeTourneau College in Longview, TX and graduated from Western 

Baptist Bible College. He then attended San Francisco Baptist Theological 

Seminary and graduated from Western Conservative Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Portland, OR with a Master of Divinity degree. Rudy helped to put 

himself through seminary by driving tanker trucks for both the Arco and 

Texaco Oil Companies.  

He married his high school sweetheart, Rita Soden on August 9, 1969 and 

together had two children, Tim and Jennifer. 

He counted it a privilege and a gift of the Lord to be able to serve Him in this beautiful valley and the dear 

people of First Baptist Church for almost 32 years. He loved all of you very much. 

Rudy is preceded in death by his father, and sister, Zoe. 

Survivors include his loving wife, Rita, of Polson, son Tim (Rachelle) Ringhoff of Gretna, NE, daughter 

Jennifer (Travis) Stidham of White Sulphur Springs, MT; grandchildren, Bryar, Ashton, Isabella, Trae, and 

Marena; his mother, Lydia Opal Ringhoff of Everett, WA; a sister, Mary (Ted) Reed of Everett, WA, and 

many other relatives. 

Funeral services will be conducted on Monday, December 21, 2009, 11:00 AM, at the First Baptist Church 

of Polson, MT with visitation one hour prior to the service. Pastor Rodney Myrum and Pastor Scott Craven 

will officiate. Interment will follow at Lakeview Cemetery in Polson, MT. In lieu of flowers, memorials may 

be made to First Baptist Church, 40401 MT Highway 35, Polson, MT 59860. Messages of condolence may 

be sent to the family online at www.groganfuneralhome.com. The staff at Grogan Funeral Home, Polson 

considers it a privilege to care for Pastor Ringhoff’s family.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.groganfuneralhome.com/


 

Don’t Forget the Teen Leadership 
Conference for high school and college 

students December 29-31.   

Pray for our youth as they are challenged by speaker Paul Atkinson 

on the theme, “Here am I, send me.” 

 
 

SNOWBLAST 

REPLACES 

BREAKOUT!  

This is the main 

event for Junior 

High Students.  

Have a BLAST 

at GILEAD! 

Check out the BNN website for 

registration forms.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

BNN Pastors Prayer Summit  

January 25-27, 2010 

Camp Gilead - Carnation, WA  
COST: $60 per person. 

Coordinator: Tim Baker, 503-362-2488 
Register online at www.baptistnetworknw.org. 

Conference Schedule 
 
MONDAY - January 25  
4:00 PM Registration/Check In  
5:30 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Prayer Session #1  

TUESDAY - January 26  
8:30 AM Breakfast  
9:00 AM Prayer Session #2  
12:30 PM Lunch  
1:30 PM Prayer Session #3  
4:00 PM Break  
5:30 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Prayer Session #4  

WEDNESDAY - January 27  
8:30 AM Breakfast  
9:00 AM Prayer Session #5  
10:30 AM Summit ends, head for home.  

Council of 15 Session  
11:00 AM Council Meeting begins  
12:30 PM Council of Fifteen Lunch  
1:30 PM Council committee work  
5:30 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Council session continues  

THURSDAY - January 28  
8:00 AM Breakfast  
10:00 AM Council session ends 

 

 Looking ahead: 

Youth Pastors and Wives Retreat      

February 22-24, 2010 
Location to be decided.  Cost:$40 per person.  

Retreat coordinator: Joe Castaneda: 503.362.2488  503.362.2488 

http://www.baptistnetworknw.org/


 

BNN Annual Meeting 

April 19-21, 2010   

Bethany Baptist, Salem, OR    
Main Speaker: Jim Amandus 

Conference coordinators: 

Pete Steele: 503.641.1862 

Joe Castaneda: 503.362.2488 

 

Pastors and Wives Retreat 

September 13-16, 2010 

Cannon Beach, Oregon    
Various speakers 

Conference Coordinators: 

Dave Lunsford: 360.384.3011 

Scott Clements: 206.242.1337 

 

 

 

  Discount Program available to BNN 

Discounts of 30-80 % are available depending on the 

items purchased. Email orders are possible.   
This is open to all BNN churches. BNN will not be billed. Churches who wish to participate may 

email Cynthia Sobkowich and give her the 16 digits of the credit card you will use. That’s it. No 

name, expiration date of security code is necessary. Do include the Office Depot Account # 

52221632. 

Email: cynthia.sobkowich@officedepot.com 

Our thanks to Pete and Deb Steele for setting this up for us. Call them at: 503.641.1862 if you 

have questions. 

 

mailto:cynthia.sobkowich@officedepot.com
http://www.officedepot.com/


A Repeat of the Challenge to BNN from FBC 

Clarkston, the Steeles’ sending church. Please 

read and consider. 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Northwest, For the past sixteen years, Pete and Debbie Steele 

have been faithfully serving the Lord by ministering to the young people of the Northwest and 

their families. Their former organization, Word of Life, had handled the financial resources 

necessary for these ministries and activities to take place. Recently, the administrators at Word of 

Life decided leave the Northwest and concentrate on the eastern United States. Pete and Debbie 

believe that the Lord has called them to continue their service here and have been appointed to 

serve with Baptist Network Northwest. As a result of this transfer, Pete and Debbie no longer 

have the financial resources available to restart and continue many of the ministries that had 

been so effective at bringing people to Christ. We, as the sending church, propose that the 

churches in the region join us in sending Baptist Network Northwest a single gift to help 

the Steele’s with their start-up costs. The Lord has provided us with $1,200 to contribute 

toward this goal, and we ask that the churches in the Northwest prayerfully consider joining us in 

giving as the Lord enables.  

Yours in Christ,  The membership of the First Baptist Church of Clarkston. 

 

 

Special Prayer Needs 

¶ Sherri Wagner: Cancer treatment. 

¶ Dr. Mark Wagner and Northwest Baptist Seminary: financial  needs. 

¶ Pastor Wayne Morris: returning to pastorate in Collville, WA after his Wife, Laura’s death. 

¶ Churches with special needs: Lifegate, Portland, OR 

o Family Baptist Fellowship, Graham, WA 

¶ New church plant starting in January in Grandview, WA with Tony and Grace Sanchez. 

¶ Rudy Ringhoff family and First Baptist , Polson, Montana (see story above) 

 

 

Pray for our churches without pastors 

McCall Baptist, McCall, ID  

 

 



BeddoesĄ Christmas 
Ruthanne and I will leave Monday, December 21, for Sao Paulo, Brazil to 

spend Christmas with our daughter, Sarah, who teaches math at Pan 

American Christian Academy. We are scheduled to return on January 1 (in 

time to watch Boise State play TCU in the Fiesta Bowl for the non-BCS 

national championship). My phone will, theoretically, be working, so you 

can leave emergency messages and I will respond as soon as possible. 

Emails and text messages should also get through. 
Have a blessed Christmas in the cold Northwest. It’s summer in Sao Paulo. 

We’re singing, “I’ll be tan for Christmas.” 

Seriously, we pray for God’s rich blessing on our churches, their leaders, 

and all our friends around the world at this special time of year. 

Darrell and Ruthanne 

The Beddoes’ contact info.    

Phone: (208) 371-0237; Fax 208-361-1471 ; Ruthanne’s cell (208)371-0230 

Business mailing address: PO box 5884, Bremerton, WA 98312. 

Home mailing address: 1710 W. Sunn Fjord Ln., K-108, Bremerton, WA 98312-5314.  

E-mail address: darrell@baptistnetworknw.org.  

 

Sharing in "Bits and Pieces” 

"Bits and Pieces" exists to share items of interest of, by and for the Baptist Network Northwest. 

Send items to Darrell Beddoe: darrell@baptistnetworknw.org. Call any time for assistance: 208-

371-0237. FAX: 208-361-1471.  

Check out our website: www.baptistnetworknw.org 

To unsubscribe: darrell@baptistnetworknw.org 

http://www.baptistnetworknw.org/
mailto:darrell@baptistnetworknw.org


 


